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intimated a desire to have the command at West
Point. I told him I did not think that would
suit him, as I should leave none in the garrison
but invalids, because it would be entirely covered
by the main army. The subject was dropt at
that time, and he returned to .Philadelphia. It
then appeared somewhat strange to me, that a
man of Arnold's known activity and enterprise,
should bo desirous of taking so inactive a part.
I however thought no more of the matter. When
the French troops arrived at Ilhode Island, I had
intelligence from New York that General Clinton
intended to make an attack upon them before they
could get themselves nettled and fortified. In
consequence of that, 1 wan determined to attack
New York, which, would be left much exposed
by MB drawing oil" the British troops; and accord-
ingly formed my line of buttle, and moved down
with the whole army to King's ferry, which we
passed, Arnold came to camp at that time, and
having no command, and consequently no quar-
ters (all the houses thereabouts being occupied by death was all
